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There will be stars (for Pauline Oliveros) was originally commissioned in honor
of composer Pauline Oliveros, as a surprise gift to her for her 85" birthday on
May 30™, 2017, by McGill University. Perhaps sadly synchronistic, | completed
this whole work on Thanksgiving day, November 24th, 2016 the day Pauline
passed away, not knowing she had passed--so had to alter the "star map" dates
that create the pitches that correspond to her date of birth/death, and connect
with the dates that correspond to my birth date and other significant pitch/date
mappings.

This work is inspired by Pauline’s Sonic Mandala Compositional work, similar to
her work Rose Moon, and was also composed during my work with Pauline this
past year in Deep Listening. The work is for multiple performers, percussioninsts,
instrumentalists, and wandering spoken voice(s)-for as many other players that
would like to be “stars”, independent satellites, to perform the layers of the

work. The work can also be spatialized even further as a 'star map' of a sonic
mandala over the entire space of the concert hall, or performance space. A
layered version of this work incorporates a choir of voices overlaying another
poem by Sara Teasdale "There will be rest".

There Will Be Stars

There will be stars over the place forever;

Though the house we loved and the street we loved are lost,
Every time the earth circles her orbit

On the night the autumn equinox is crossed,

Two stars we knew, poised on the peak of midnight

Will reach their zenith; stillness will be deep;

There will be stars over the place forever,

There will be stars forever, while we sleep.”

This work is part of my large-scale multi-movement multi-media work “There will
come soft rains” for percussion, spoken voice, solo cello and electronics, string
quartet, and projected images commissioned by Cory Hills, solo percussion/
spoken voice, Los Angeles Percussion Quartet, cellist Ashley Bathgate, Eclipse
String Quartet and others. | am composer in residence amongst the remains of
the utopian beach-front Artist colony of Crystal Cove State Park, the ruins of the
mid-century utopian oasis: ZZYZX, which now houses the Desert Studies Center
in the Mojave National Preserve to create, document sounds, and present
performances of this work. (Pamela Madsen)



